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The Third Week at Genoa 
Continued from inside page 


by the Allies of liability “for 


» Russian Soviet 





) Non-acceptance 













the claim against them set up by th 
Government for loss or damage suffered during the 
revolution in Russia since the war.” 
(c) The amount of Russia’s obligations and the 
terms of payment are to be left to an internati al 
xed Arbitral Commission, the Chairman of which 
Chief Justice be asked to name This Chair- 
man is to r the several joint 
Claims Co 1s which are to be set up by each of 








the nations jointly with Russia. 

(d) The difficult problem of securing compensation 
to private citizens in foreign states for property na- 
i ized in Russia is to be met by the acceptance by 
g leaseholds, thus freeing the Soviet 











claimants of 
Government from the dilemma of restoring private own- 
p without violating its Communistic principles. 

That all these problems would be immeasur- 
ably easier of solution if the | nited States were 
prepared to waive in any degree its claims against 
its Allied debtors is indicated by the following 
clause in the tentatively drafted proposal for 
Russian consideration: “When an arrangement 
has been concluded between the Allied and As- 
sociated Powers for the liquidation or rearrange- 
ment of war debts, the Allied Governments will 
submit to their Parliaments measures for re- 
ducing or modifying the amount due by the 
Soviet Government on similar lines.” 





Russian and Papal Rapprochement 
\N BOARD the Dante Alighieri, April 29 at 
the State luncheon the Bolsheviki not only 
carried themselves with punctilious correctness 
in their intercourse with the King, but Chicherin 
seized the occasion to converse with the Arch- 
bishop at Genoa, to whom he is said to have 
promised full toleration and equality for the 
Catholic Church in Russia. A few days later 
Pope Pius XI, in his letter appealing for peace 
and a brotherhood of nations and for the re- 
moval of the conditions of famine and disease 
in eastern Europe, referred to the Russia suf- 
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“we send ardent wishes of a paternal heart that 
they may enjoy the gifts of humility and peace 
expressed by our common participation in the 
Holy Sacrament.” Certainly Chicherin and his 
associates have effected at least a beginning 
towards reconciliation which may have the most 
far-reaching consequences. 
Non-Aggression Pact 
LOYD GEORGE'S cherished plan of a Eu- 
ropean treaty, in which all the powers 
would pledge themselves to respect the terri- 
tory of their neighbors, is meeting with obstacles 
from many directions. The French, accepting 
in principle this suggestion, insist that it shall 
be modified so as to give them special assurance 
against. attacks from the east. League of Nation 
supporters from many countries see in this pro- 
posal a weakening of the Covenant. Many of 
the doubts which Article X inspired in the 
American Senate are expressed with reference to 
this new pact by representatives at Genoa. None 
the less, it is not impossible that the British 
Premier will succeed in inducing the Conference 
to accept his self-denying ordinance. 


Fair Play for Russia 

HE Foreign Policy Association is pleased to 
be able to announce that it has in press a 
pamphlet by Mrs. Marguerite Harrison in which 
this brilliant and courageous writer has an- 
swered, on the basis of her months of experience 
and imprisonment in Russia, the three most 
widely circulated canards about the Soviet Gov- 
ernment. We hope that some of our many 
members who have heard Mrs. Harrison’s in- 
cisive and convincing lectures on the Russian 
situation, will, by special contributions, enable 
us to give very wide circulation to this, her per- 
haps most significant statement. 





Checks should be made payable to RoBERT H. GARDINER, 
3 West 29th Street, New York City. 
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE REPLIES 





HE F. P. A. lawyers’ non-partisan brief “The 

Seizure of Haiti by the United States,” pre- 
sented by a representative delegation to the 
Secretary of State last week, has already aroused 
nation-wide discussion. It was not, however, 
well received by Mr. Hughes. Replying to Mr. 
Louis Marshall, who presented the brief on 
behalf of the twenty-four distinguished lawyers 
who signed it and the F. P. A., Mr. Hughes made 
the following statement: 


“It is a pleasure to meet you personally and to give 
you this opportunity to make your statements with re- 
gard to the relations of the United States to Haiti; I 
cannot, however, permit my silence to be misinterpreted. 

“I must say that I regard the statements that have 
been made as most inadequate and one-sided. | 
fully conscious of international obligations. This sit- 
uation with which we are confronted is an existing 
situation which calls for a careful study and a very. wise 
examination and decision as to policy. You need not 
suppose that this study has not been made. You need 
not suppose that all the matters that are involved have 
not been considered. 


am 


“Quite the contrary is the case. I am not only advised 
intimately and directly with regard to conditions in 
Haiti but I also have had the benefit of the reports 
and informal communications from the committee of 
Senators who have recently visited Haiti and who, re- 
gardless of party affiliations, have concurred in the 
statements which they have made regarding conditions 
in Haiti. As I have said, it is a condition of fact 
which has to be very carefully considered. 


“This Government is proceeding in this matter at 
this time in the desire to secure, in the first place, an 
effective co-ordination of the action which is being 
taken in connection with administration, so that diff- 
culties which have existed in the past may be removed. 
It is also considering all that is essential for the tran- 
quility and well-being of the people of Haiti, and, of 
course, we are most desirous that the military occupa- 
tion shall end just as soon as it can properly end. 

“You need not for a moment suppose that any of 
these matters are not engaging the attention of the de- 
partment, and we have very full information, in the 
light of which I am bound to say, that the statements 
that you have made here are extremely inadequate.” 


Mr. Hughes ignored the fact that almost 
every statement in the F. P. A. brief was based 
upon documentary evidence of American of- 
ficials contained in the official report of the 
Senate Committee Investigating Conditions in 
Haiti and Santo Domingo. He failed to chal- 
lenge specifically a single statement. He gave 
no indication that he was disturbed by the sec- 
recy, the illegality and the use of the military 
which have characterized this government's 
policy towards Haiti during the last seven years. 
He assumed that he was in possession of all the 
facts and on the basis of those facts is doing 
everything that “is essential for the tranquility 
and well-being of the people of Haiti,”—this, 
despite his repeated refusals to see individual 
Haitians or delegations of Haitians who have 
wished to present the point of view of those who 
oppose our occupation. 

The F. P. A. feels justified in suggesting that 
if its brief is “inadequate,” the Secretary ought 
to expose that inadequacy in detail. If the brief 
is “one-sided,” surely the other side should be 
presented. What does the Secretary of State 
propose to do in Haiti? What does “effective co- 
ordination of the action which is being taken 
in connection with administration” mean? 
When can the military occupation “properly 
end’? Mr. Hughes’ language of last Saturday, 
diplomatic and obscure, gives no answer. In- 
stead his phrases seem almost a literal repro- 
duction of “assertions the Japanese Government 
once made about Korea and is now making 
about Eastern Siberia” (The Globe, New York, 
May 1). 

If our actions in Haiti are justifiable, if they 
are not violative of international law, if they 
are in accord with American constitutional prac- 
tices, why does not the Department of State take 
the public into its confidence? 


THE THIRD WEEK AT GENOA 





rEXHE third week of the Conference, lacking in 

spectacular crises, has been given over al- 
most wholly to a detailed discussion among the 
Allied powers in an attempt to arrive at a satis- 
factory formula to present to the Russians. At 
the time, the 


Finance, Economics, Transportation and Non- 


same other sub-committees on 
Aggression have been laboring quietly and in- 
telligently. It is too early to be sure whether 
any large tangible results will emerge from 
these conferences of experts. The Transporta- 
tion Committee, however, is reported to have in- 
duced the successive states to agree to a plan 
to work together to obviate the prevalent con- 
fusion and loss in handling the traffic of central 
and southern Europe. Gains such as this which 
scarcely find a place in the news at all may, in 
the end, prove to be more significant than the 
agreement of politicians. 


Allies Moderate Claims Against Russia 
S WAS indicated in the Bulletin last week, 


distinct progress is being made towards an 
agreement between Russia and the Allies in the 
exasperating problems of war and pre-war ob- 
ligations. The Allied members of the Com- 
mittee on Russia, under the leadership of Lloyd 
George, are apparently making every effort to 
secure an agreement among themselves on a pro- 
gram which will be acceptable to Poincaré and 
the Russians as a basis for further discussion. 
Belgium refused its assent. Barthou for France 
accepted. But May 2, even after Lloyd George 
had accepted a last moment French amendment, 
Poincaré refused to permit the French delegation 
to sign. The details of this plan are not yet 
divulged, but its major outlines have been in- 
dicated. 

(a) The Russians are asked to accept in principle 
their liability for “all public debts and obligations con- 
tracted or guaranteed by the Russian State; that is to 
say, by the imperial Russian Government or the Rus- 
sian Provisional Government, toward foreign Powers.” 


Continued on next page 





